Financial Chronicle-FC Build

e May 19, 2016
lion: Mumbai

Page No: 02
Lanauaae: Enalish

m Saellite cifies are growing
across the world's major.
cifies as planned mixed-use
'd'vdopmonh

 These cifies aim fo provide
abalance between the
population and resources
needed by thei

[} n ls vital to ensure: vurwus
fail

OUT OF THE UR
SPRAWL AND CHAOS

Clty p|unners are developmg iin s!miegl areas cl@ f@mum towns and the conceptofsute"i‘le(l esiis gulnmg groutul

EGACITIES, today, are
constantly dealing with
urban sprawl, which 1s
basically an

Slngépnre and Stockholm, the resi-
dents also haye mulnple options Lo

the city beyond its geo-
graphical limits. To encounter this is-
sue, city planners are now encouraging
developments in strategic areas close to
the main city, and hence the concept of
satellite cities is gaining popularity.
Satellite cities are mushrooming
acmss wurld‘s major cities as planned

conmtet with the main ci
y satell

airport. However, today it has trans-
formed into an integrated urban area
with a number of companies setting up
offices there and has become an ideal

ample, Gurgaon near Dellhl -and Navi
Mumbai near Mum| fé nnd
Mumbai due to their sheet size 4

opportunities have developed momthan
one satellite area. Delhi has Gurgaon,
Noida, Ghaziabad and Faridabad where-
as Mumbai has Navi MnmblL Thane,

These differ
from

hibaand

belt and now the up-
d Bois:

b-divisions th. that
they have municipal governments dis-
tinct from that of the core metropolis
and employment, health-care and
recreational bases sufficient to support
their resident population.

Satellite cities aim to provide a sci-
entific balance between the popula- |
tion and resources needed by them
leading to environment-friendly and
sustainable development. It also cre-
ates affordable housing for a large sec-
tion of the society. Some of them also
provide quick and easy getaways for
city dwellers to take a short vacatio.

uﬂu«lly used by 'hc
residents of fhn city at large
e

Hence thi pt of second homes or
vacation homes in these areas is aiso
booming. With strong infrastructure,
like those satellite cities that circle

Cn‘ﬁcs uf‘ new cities argue that their
cost of infrastructure is too high. But it
can be argued that the cost of urban
sprawl is higher, with hidden costs like
iraffic congestion, pollution, amongst
others included in the cost/benefit.
analyses. With the world population ex-
pected to surpass 9 billion by 2050 a
limited number of new

for end-use buyers. Apart
from being well planned with amenities
like hospitals, educational centres,
shopping malls, gardens and recre-
atipnal spaces, this suburban region en-
joys excellent connectivity both to the
island city and to Pune, With prices still
fairly affordable when compared to the
Mumbai city and the potential to grow
further, this region is still a very good in-
vestment bet.

Roadmap for
development
Satellite cities have to be devaloged as
smart cities to ensure urbanisation is
sys:emauc Regardless of size, their im-

and large cities makes sense in coun-
tries like India with extreme housing
shortages.

Case study
Navi Mumbai initially became an in-

vestment hub because of the an-
of the new i

must be min-
\rmsed and a balance between ecology
and human factors must be achieved.
For real success, policy makers and im-
plementing agencies need to keep in
mind some key considerations, few of
which are highlighted below:

® Holistic plan: There needs to be care-
ful consideration of key demogmphn
factors like soci

ic. Regardless of size, their impact on environmen! must be minimised and a balance between ecology and human factors must be achieved

education levels, dialect of population,
among others, while devising a plan for
any city. Another important factor here
is to keep in mind that in the long term
the radius of growth will be expanded
and it is necessary o ensure evolution
of these satellite cities to interact with
each other in a manner so as to con-
tribute towards the holistic develop-

‘ment of the region as a whole.

® Security issues: Safety of its il
being a prime attribute, security

and in-

how well it is geared towards business
capability and building its own eco-
nomic viability.

m Acceptability: [t is important to en-
sure that various initiatives and facili-
ties are accessible and actually used by
the residents of the city at large. Self-
sufficiency would go a long way to-
wards greater acceptability and usabil-
ity of the satellite cities. It is important
that these projects are bankable and
sncum assels,

need to be carefully
grained in the planning process.
would be the.

plan:
'I his should be time-bound and closely

rrect, if the need

ﬂrst delmemm settlers and instead of
becoming an asset to the creators it
would become a liability. The satellite
cities would also have to be equal op-
portunity spaces for different commu-
nitiés so as to avoid discrimination and
thus the ensuing chaos that it leads to.

m Heavy capex: Projects of such magni-
tude requires huge capex and it is per-
tinent to ensure that financial elosure
is secured upfront and funds are ring-
fenced. Infrastructure needs to be
strong and planned for with linkages to
the parent city as well as other nearby
satellite towns/cities ensured. Future
growth as well as acceptability of the

satellite city will depend on

1o
arises. Also sufficient safeguards need
to be put in place to ensure that there is
no wastage or corruption during the im-
plementation phase. The entire process
right from land acquisition to the end
users moving in needs to be superyised,
else the project collapses before it can
even be implemented. Mismanagement
in terms of land pricing, unnecessary
red tape must be avoided at all costs to
truly bring about affordabili
and economic and environmental
growth. n
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